Triethylborane (solution 1M in hexanes) was injected with the aid of a syringe pump (rate 0.03 mL/h) into a previously degassed solution of xanthate (1 mmol) and olefin (2-3 equiv) in the solvent (1 mL or, in the case of less soluble compounds, in the minimum of solvent needed to obtain a clear solution), placed in a round bottom flask equipped with a stopper connected to a rubber balloon filled with argon. Air was introduced at the same time with a second syringe pump (10 mL/h). The reaction was monitored by TLC. Evaporation of the solvents under reduced pressure gave a residue that was purified by silica gel column chromatography.
